
Welcome Back! 
 
The 2014–2015 school year promises to be exciting and rewarding.  I and my family are glad to join the Amelia 
community.   We look forward to creating a long lasting niche within the county as we make Amelia our home.    
 
The students, teachers, and staff are to be congratulated for an outstanding school year last year in spite of frequent 
inclement winter weather.  Even with the loss of nine instructional days, student SOL test performance appears to have 
improved.  All in all, student performance improved even under adverse conditions.  In addition to that, teacher turnover 
has reduced from previous years.  Less teacher turnover translates into a more stable instructional program that can be 
more easily improved to create even greater student academic success. 
 
The main goal for the 2014-2015 school year remains unchanged from last year.  Student academic success measured by 
full accreditation of all schools is our main goal.  We must continue to improve our instructional processes so that 
student success in the curriculum is a predictable outcome for all students.  The Amelia County Public Schools system is 
committed to creating an instructional program that fosters academic mastery for all students who subsequently upon 
graduation will be college or career ready.  
 
While student academic success measured by full accreditation is our main division-wide goal, we also aspire to be the 
best school system we can be within the eyes and hearts of Amelia County citizens.  This year, our theme is Momentum 
2014-2015. The centerpieces of Momentum 2014-2015 are the unifying themes of Excellence, Engagement and 
Expansion.    
 
Excellence—Human excellence is often described in superlatives—distinction, merit, respect, importance, eminence or 
status. It is also described as achieving a balanced, integrative state. During 2014-2015 school year, Amelia County Public 
Schools will strive to embody these concepts. A vigorous, challenging education will help provide the balanced 
perspective that our students need to succeed in 21st century America. And through a commitment of resources and 
talent, by the end of 2015, ACPS will attain the established standards in specific program areas.  

Engagement—One of the keys to a division’s success is its relationship with the larger community. Amelia County Public 
Schools will endorse citizenship and service, stressing collaborations within the schools and with the community, while 
educating and preparing students to be engaged with the greater community.   To be the best school system we can for 
the County of Amelia, we need to conscientiously pursue parent and community feedback.  Starting the introductory 
process, the School Board invites the school community and public to its August 11, 2014 regular School Board meeting 
at the Amelia County High School Auditorium with Open Session starting at 6:30 p.m.  Following the meeting will be a 
reception where I hope to meet parents, students and other ACPS stakeholders.  Accompanying me at the reception will 
be Board members, new and returning administrators, and other school employees. 

Expansion—During the 2014-2015 school year, Amelia County Public Schools will identify, diagnose and institute a 
prescriptive, improvement plan to any and all areas that do not promote student academic growth and success. To 
sustain this growth, the School will continuously support and expand existing programs with the needed faculty and 
staff, facilities and capital resources.  

I have Seven Expectations that the School Board and each and every Amelia County Public Schools’ employee is asked to 
model.  It represents my personal philosophy which is:  1. children first; 2. follow rules and policies; 3. enjoy your work; 
4. hold high standards of ethics and professionalism; 5. solid communications in all directions; 6. loyalty first to students, 
then the school system and the community; and 7. foster productivity and meaningful relationships.  
 
We have a lot to do, but I am confident that ACPS has a great team that will work together for an even better year for 
student academic success and overall school improvement. I am excited to be a part of this team and I look forward to 
working together. 
 
John “Jack” McKinley 
Amelia County Public Schools Division Superintendent 


